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GIRL OR BOY?
NOW YOU CAN CHOOSE,
BUT SHOULD YOU?
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non 37 MY - Rav Yosef challenged this {rom an Amoraic

statement: T THMWINR RPN na T nKy, - After-
wards, she [Leah] bore a daughter and she called her name
Dingh.ts  ~anxy, 'xp — What does the word afierwards

connote? After what? 279X - Rav said: 1KY myw 0K
TYRRY TRYY2 P - After Leah rendered a judgment (din)
concerning hérself, and said, NRYY PTNY DLW WY DIV
apym — “Twelve tribes are destined to emerge from Jacob.
1mmn kY nww — Six have already emerged from me Y371
nown n — and four from the maidservants. 77wy 11—
That is ten. RIADWA NAXD 5A7 NINX KAN kb oy moxr - If
this one is a male, my sister Rachel will not even be like one of
the maidservants.” MR nab noomy M - Immediately,
[her fetus] was transformed into a female,i” as it says,
CAPY ARYTNR KIPNL. — and she called her name Dinah.!®

1337 »n — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 1 npWXI3
D™MBIX — ATFIRST (THE SAGES] USEDTOSAY:  17'ND NYIIR M@K
M3p3 NT9N AN YIm WIK 73] N9 — THE WOMAN EMITS SEED
FIRST, SHE BEARS A MALE; IF THE MAN EMITS S8EED FIRST, SHE
BEARS A FEMALE; 1377 NX D030 W7D XY — BUT THE SAGES
CD) ;\y @ N1BBAY DID NOT EXPLAIN the Scriptural source of THISMATTER, R3¢ ¥
W7'D1 PYTY 127 — UNTIL R’ TZADOK CAME AND EXPLAINED IT. The
Torah states: N K DIK 1193 IpYIY 1771 TPK KT N3 VX,
"\n3 — THESE ARE THE SONS OF LEAH WHOM SHE BORE TO JACOB
IN PADAN-ARAM, IN ADDITION TO DINAH HIS DAUGHTER.® 731
D313 N1ApH NMap33 DM — (THE TORAH] ATTRIBUTED THE
MALES TO THE FEMALES AND THE FEMALES TO THE MALES %

The Gemara advises how to have male children:
I3 331 0N W3/ NPR 27T DML DK oR-3
— And the sons of Ulam were men who were mighty warriors,
bowmen, who produced many sons and grandsons. Y113 '3
ony n3Y ou3 NaTaY ok Y@ — Now is it in the hands of a
person to produce many sons and grandsons?®!  7\nn KHx —
Rather, since -
a3 vy Pwny - they would delay themselves from
emitting seed while lying on their wives' stomachs WMNW 12
abnn 1'mw) — in order that their wives will emit seed first!!
o™ o3 MY — so that their children will be males, %yn
D13 1133 DN DT 07 1R NI M9y — Scripture regards
them as though it were they who produced their many sons
and grandsons.? RV 37 MWET T — And this is in line
with what Rav Katina said: ©M31 13 73 mwyy v - 1
could make all my children males by not emitting seed until
after my wife emits seed.””

The Gemara offers an alternative method for making one’s
children males:
x37 Ipx — Ravasaid: D313 53 nwyY 7y — One who
wants to make all his children males mywn W3 — should
cohabit once and then repeat it.1¥
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@ Micco Sort. com

The separation of male and female sperm is based on the measurable
difference in the quantity of genetic material (DNA) they contain. The
sperm absorbs a dye, which attaches to the DNA, or genetic material,
inside the individual sperm.

When exposed to laser light, the dye fluoresces. Since the X
chromosome is larger than the Y by 2.8%, there is more DNA for the
dye to attach to and, consequently, the sperm with the X
chromosomes will fluoresce more brightly than those with Y
chromosomes. The flow cytometer is able to pick up these differences
in brightness and separate the sperm as they move through the
machine one at a time.

Curréntly, MicroSort sperm sorting technology improves the chance of
a female pregnancy to 89.5 percent after sorting. For a male,
MicroSort has improved the chance to 73.6 percent.

Cn> "/‘J)/\’Q’HP @ RerusHlsS
YK NK IR 1271 179 BTN i1 KT DTYK BOK 3N
YIRSy DY AT 291 DR YA D MR TN Y2

% God blessed them and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth
and subdue it: and ruie over the fish of the sea, the bird of the sky, and every living
thing that moves on the earth.”

( T _AINP @ Yevamos
MlSﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁ Having alluded to the mitzvah of procreation in the previous Mishnah,® our Mishnah elaborates on

the specifics of this mitzvah: . N
D13 1% W P DR KYR TN TN DIX 5u31x% — A man may not abstain from procreation’** unless he already has children.’

The Mishnah discusses the number and gender of offspring required to fulfill the mitzvah: .
Beis Shammai say: '3t nw — He must father at least two males; but Beis
Hillel say: n2pn 721 — He must father a male and a female, "DX73N2IPN IIL. WXKIV — as it says: He created them

male and female.™

Cb)nann () cHasica

X 13 DX 15-514) — They inquired of Ben Zoma: n'yny
bymy Jab 3 A1ww — If a virgin became pregnant, what
is her halachic status in regard to marrying a Kohen
Gadol?®"  Sxmway [pwnn m - Are we concerned for the
scenario mentioned by Shmuel? 5xmw KT — For Shmuel
said: .
o1 k53 M3 3 wab ux 9 — I am capable of cohabiting
m;my times with a virgin without rupturing the hymen and
causing blood to flow from it." If, then, the “virgin™ is pregnant
because she had relations while leaving her hymen intact, she isin
fact not a virgin and she is prohibited to a Kohen Gadol.’? 1
xmaw kY Sxmw1 kb1 — Or perhaps the scenario described by
Sﬁmue] is uncommon, and the virgin's pregnancy must be
explained differently? 1% 2nx — [Ben Zoma] replied to them:
mow &Y Yxwmwi1 — The scenario described by Shmuel is
ﬁncommon;“’ 773 'WanKd Rpw [pwem - rather, we may
suspect that [the virgin] indeed had no relations but became
pregnant by bathing in a bathtub in which semen had been
deposited.'



ﬂ“ pcow. £ nmIAND \

N Q‘/\? RetS Tf 3P0 OB DOBED DMEmT b
P uJC)D‘] P EIM wpchno
(k_ 'y '{3\/63 ShMvel ﬁ‘)nn‘:xp ™ Posod LoRn ok
T
WDEﬂDmu T S SoLIIIe P
WD ALt ARC 0T 0 3D (5D

THIT I LI DT eneIIn

oo WG DO R

EENT S I 7n B &t B O+ T

Pas il @ TAZ

s oo oxesm 333 5sh s mspn et
TLECR (D YT X 7p:f“y-

kA om_'EIDK3_pgpni© foe pdronb ©
TR ROT AAIR ATR A¥p L o - nan LD
N1 FAD3 YIAD ARINK KT DT AT K ST
TR 2z3 -‘:—w (a3 paea sar kb abpo

(mmo ”j/]fﬂ ArvcH U»oeR

WYTh e ) AN PTRT AR o 2% awpnT an YR X oaman

e
P

5
mH k2O AR ARy Sap <3 7:5
SIS KEY SPET NDYPD ATIERI K

K97 IR POUK WK JIMOWN OUR WUV A7y CLINRI KDY
Ao AWYI ROW 13 ATSI LINKD 2PYR AN VA 12 w7
~ piah SAR KW UM 1D OWRT 13X LD TR RD YR i
L
( k }' .‘"\( O 'oon O RIRcHEL \{ose; SM3yRs DUR MW RYT DWE KN IR RY ORI PTLRT AT D WUR
mow RS SRIVT (Gw) NRAND JPTERT AR MY w R 273 ORTY LIDR2

T INRT KA T ITIRT RO DIRR ART M
: P71 1D MRp KT 7Y OY CUINRT YRwn A2V CLINRD XY YD

YIAY UK POTY VIV ININK RYUT RDW

DWn 1D KD D IR 0PI KPOD R Sym SAN SKIDYTR MY LaBR MDY A1 ATN Ay i

YIORIT 99S WK DR AT IR O 20 K7 IMPR RT3 ekt a3 3T AN IR AP 0T XY, Y RY CLIRK IMEXY

2PV DT 200 RO2OW TR DX TLIDR2 ARl wamIRA MNP 7RO MIKDR AMRR RO DNm0n R LT WS
YR IRIND TR APR AT 2 270 1270 17 S maw 3WUNT RRTR WIDRI TN2WR IR N ivab B s e )

K OISTY MIRZDW IMEN3 S T ARR ORI NPT AR TINY ®PY TV
vy vIEA AR W TWNT TAR W W X7 7Y w2 mnown
WP R M KUY R PR AV K3 U3IART 1D ITUNRTT Y OV

Prown KD CRENY WUV Al jatsnBRbI/ M taliin et N E ) 172?7";

S350 CpaAnR YUY MW IR SRS 1Y PSR R MR amavnv
ANV RYIMN Mo PR RMONRT R X53 WY WOw T RNovE
TR KRR "3;/7?\ prYI N DR WUV RANDY RS NPT OV 20N

Sw RY VIMRT ST Y WOR v ox ROV LAl

pmw/v,,»w@ @ NISHMAS  AVZAHAM

292 T00Y PR A25AYT R AT M 2010 RIWIR TRT 2R
R AN 53 KOK P IDNAD X127V 1931 NPOPIDA KAV RT'D 137 7ATAKA Sy
NINDW A0 7YY .570Y 13977 00 12101 BT PID WA XA wTp aTh 1

I/ IV R7TAN DW3 7 PUOw Yab

(newm ) 51 () 1sa1aN

- MR 3T
win- K‘? 'TJJD KA "WJ)N Y'IN'T '12{‘ D"'!‘?K'I KWl D")DU'I XM2

CTY TR K my? ﬂDUt7 ‘11('73
18 For thus said HasHem, Creator of the heavens; He is the God, the One - ——
Who fashioned the earth and its Mabker: He established it; He did not create
it for emptiness: He fashioned it to be inhabited: | am HaskEm and there is
no other. '°
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The Gemara presents an-attérnative exposition of this verse:

K37 "mx ~ Ravasaid:  p7% o7k ponapw nywa — When they
escort a person to his final, Heavenly judgment after his death,
b o imx ~ [the Heavenly tribunal] says to him:  nn» nxw;
mmxa — Did you conduct your business transactions faith-
fully? n7in% ony nyap — Did you set aside fixed times for
Torah study?3% ma=1 mmpa npoy ~ Did you engage in
procreation?B8  mywb nwsy — Did you wait in hope for the
Messianic salvation? rmmana nb2%s - Did you delve into
wisdom? 1327 i1 137 N30 — When you learned Torah, did
you learn it deeply, and infer one thing from another?3%
137 191Ky — But even so, all this is only of limited consequence;
'R VIR X1 nRY X - if fear of God was [this person's)
“storehouse,” then yes, his judgment is favorable; x%x%wx —
and if it was not, then no, his judgment is not favorable.

(LDdn3y MDA

1Y 137 KT ~ for R’ Yochanan saia:  ya1 nasw xwmia 93
nnm 30 a%paY — Whoever discharges semen for naught is
liable to death at the hands of Heaven, MWD YN, MKW
"ANKT03 "R AWy WK (nR) — for it is stated: And what he did
was evil in the eyes of Hashem, and [Hashem] caused him to
die also 28

Other Amoraim equate the wasting of semen with murder:
PR MR A7 payr a7 ~ R’ Yitzchak and R’ Ami say:  191x)
o7 9w — When one wastes semen, it is as if he spills blood
(ie. murders), vnw 1y yy-93 nnn obxa omni,, pl-h
@yyon Yo nan obnia o1y — for it is stated:® Those who
become warmed by (the wood of) the terebinths, under every
leafy tree; the slaughterers of children in the valleys, under
the clefts of the rocks. “unw »1pn 9x — Do not read shochatei
(the slaughterers of children), as it is written; 'vnmo Xbx —
rather, read it sochatei, the extractors of children, i.e. those who
extract their semen, which could have become children.!sv

Another Amora equates wasting semen with idol worship:
TRXOOK 37 —~ Rav Assi said: 011 nay 13w 19'x3 - When
one wastes semen, it is as if he serves idols. nnn,, X273 3'n3
11 Yv-53 — For it is written here in the aforementioned verse
that alludes to the wasting of semen, under every leafy tree,
“PYY YYUYY namy ... oamyn oantby, oo 2N — and it is
written there? with regard to idol worship: You shall utterly
destroy all the places where the nations . . . worshiped their gods:
onthe high mountains . .. and under every leafy tree. Thus, the
common phrase, under every leafy tree, hermeneutically links and
thereby equates the two subjects of wasting semen and idolatry.i3
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